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thing better to say, George asked casually what this land was
worth.
"I don't know exactly/' said the teamster. And, pointing in
the direction of some grazing cows, small in the distance, he
added, "But there is a man over there who will sell some land
for a thousand dollars an acre."17
A thousand dollars an acre! Why, it was worth only a small
fraction of that! This soil had no greater fertility than thousands
of acres further away. Further away... not so near to the grow-
ing colonies of men.
And quick as a flash came the answer to the riddle that had
troubled him.
When settlers came, when population increased, land would
grow in value. Without a stroke of work on the part of the owner
(who could go live in Siam if he washed), these idle stretches
would become, with the expansion of the cities of Oakland and
Berkeley and San Francisco, worth a fortune to him. In antici-
pation of this rise in value, the owner was now7 holding his land
for one thousand dollars an acre. Soon he would be able to col-
lect the value that he had had no part in creating.
Suddenly it was clear to George that land value is not the
result of a man's labor but of the growth of the community and
the development of its activities. Morally, he reasoned, this
unearned gain "belongs in usufruct to all." To permit a few
individuals to take for their aggrandizement this wealth that is
created by the community thereby forces the community to levy
exactions upon labor and thrift for the maintenance of its ser-
vices. The very process, while thus penalizing labor and thrift,
offers rewards to the few7 for withholding land from use to the
many—rewards that accrue to the speculator, the profiteer in
that which is absolutely necessary to human life— Here were
fundamental reasons for the increase of poverty along with
increase of wealth.
"I then and there recognized," he wrote long after, "the
natural order—one of those experiences that make those who
have them feel thereafter that they can vaguely appreciate
what mystics and poets have called the 'ecstatic vision.' **
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